
Dear Northland Family, 
 
 It has been a wonderful and exciting time at Northland this winter!  The bands 
have worked to prepare for contest this past weekend.  The Concert Band under the 
direction of Mr. Steve Kaufman competed in class C and received a III rating.  I was 
pleased with their performance on stage, it sounded better than their performance at NHS 
the week before. Improvement was made.  I hope they learned from this experience and 
have discovered ways to improve their musical performances in the future.  
 Symphonic Band has been an outstanding ensemble to work with this past month.  
In fact, ever since I got back from India they have been on fire!  Maybe they missed 
me???  My congratulations go out to the entire band, but especially the seniors!  This was 
a monumental task!  Repeating the I rating in class A from last year, after graduating 38 
seniors, is a lot of work!  The leadership falls on the shoulders of the seniors every year 
and this class didn’t let us down.  This class, the class of 2010 made us all proud!  
Outstanding people!  You make me so proud!  
 Boston here we come!  We had the trip meeting this week and the final plans are 
set.  Come on Spring Break, we’re ready!  
 Students, as we enter the end of the year, don’t stop working.  Don’t stop in band 
and don’t stop working in your other classes.  Grades ARE important and it DOES matter 
what you accomplish.  Do your best!  
 Remember, we are Vikings!  
 The Wind Ensemble of Otterbein College, under the direction of Dr. Margaret 
Underwood, will be at Northland rehearsing/recording on our stage this Saturday from 
noon – 3:00pm.  Symphonic Band will then meet with them and rehearse a piece together 
and visit.  I’m excited for our groups to meet. It’s a great opportunity for our students to 
gain some insight about college from some college students.  
 Spring break is coming soon!  Hang in there! 
 
I remain musically yours, 
 
 
C. Rick Eckler, Director of Bands and Orchestra 
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